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I asked: OK. How about executing the following test:

Find HearingTracker forum posts (and threads) that address: (the pros and cons of an open fitting and
what sort of hearing loss it works best for)

Then:

* Prefer technically detailed posts

* Prefer posts consistent with mainstream audiology textbook models (e.g., Dillon-style reasoning)
* Quote key lines if helpful

* Flag disagreement between users

ChatGPT5.2 responded: Below is a curated, HearingTracker-weighted answer (threads + specific
posts), filtered toward:

v technical / mechanism discussion

v broadly consistent with textbook audiology (Dillon-style physics + fitting logic)

v disagreement flagged when meaningful

I'll separate forum signal vs textbook/clinical grounding, because together they give the best answer.

High-Signal HearingTracker Posts & Threads

@ [J Best “textbook-consistent” explanation of who open fittings
work for

Thread: Article on open fit vs closed fit
— Open fit vs closed fit thread

Key line (forum quoting article):

“Suitable for near-normal low-frequency hearing and mild-to-moderate loss.” (Hearing Aid Forum)

Why high value

Matches mainstream fitting logic:
Preserve natural LF if LF hearing = normal
Amplify HF via HA
Matches NAL / DSL style reasoning about venting vs LF gain limits


https://forum.hearingtracker.com/t/article-on-open-fit-vs-closed-fit/25947?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://forum.hearingtracker.com/t/article-on-open-fit-vs-closed-fit/25947?utm_source=chatgpt.com

@ [ Mechanism explanation: why open domes change HA
processing

Thread: Power dome or open dome
— Power dome vs open dome thread

Key lines

Open dome lets environmental sound leak in.
Some fittings assume LF enters naturally. (Hearing Aid Forum)

Why high value
This is essentially:

Acoustic summation model

LF bypass — HA may not even process LF

Very Dillon-aligned conceptually.

@ [EJ Mechanism + premium feature limitation (important nuance)

Thread: New fitting question and recommendations

— Open domes and premium processing_thread
Key line

Open domes let sound leak in and leak out... fancy processing leaks out. (Hearing Aid Forum)

Why high value
This directly maps to:

Reduced effectiveness of NR / directionality

Reduced acoustic control — reduced algorithm leverage

@ [ Noise reduction / directionality physics (very strong signal)

Thread: Open vs closed domes — why not both
— Open vs closed domes thread

Key line

Closed fitting lets hearing aid control noise better. (Hearing Aid Forum)

Why high value
This is core acoustics:


https://forum.hearingtracker.com/t/power-dome-or-open-dome/15800?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://forum.hearingtracker.com/t/power-dome-or-open-dome/15800?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://forum.hearingtracker.com/t/new-fitting-question-and-recommendations/34248?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://forum.hearingtracker.com/t/new-fitting-question-and-recommendations/34248?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://forum.hearingtracker.com/t/open-vs-closed-domes-why-not-both/46552?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://forum.hearingtracker.com/t/open-vs-closed-domes-why-not-both/46552?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Need acoustic seal — control ear canal SPL — algorithm works

@ B} Real-world tradeoff: natural sound vs speech clarity

Thread: New Phonak Lumity and domes
— Lumity dome tradeoffs thread

Key lines

Open = more natural, easier acceptance
Closed = better speech in noise, less feedback (Hearing Aid Forum)

Why high value
This is the real-world manifestation of the physics above.

Strong Supporting Thread (Practical Fitting Decisions)

© Switching open — closed when performance insufficient

— Should | switch from open dome thread

Theme:

Trade natural sound vs performance
Many users delay closing until clarity suffers

I Textbook / Clinical Grounding (Why the Forum Posts Are
Mostly Right)

Best audiogram match for open fittings

Mild—moderate loss
Often sloping HF loss

Near-normal LF hearing
Because:

Open fit lets LF enter naturally

HA mainly amplifies HF (Biology Insights)


https://forum.hearingtracker.com/t/new-phonak-lumity-and-domes/72258?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://forum.hearingtracker.com/t/new-phonak-lumity-and-domes/72258?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://forum.hearingtracker.com/t/should-i-switch-from-open-dome/87571?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://biologyinsights.com/what-is-an-open-fit-hearing-aid-and-how-does-it-work/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Core disadvantages (mechanism, not opinion)

£} Limited max gain

Leakage limits achievable SPL (RK Hear Care)
1 Reduced algorithm effectiveness

Open canal reduces NR + directionality performance (Biology Insights)
E} Poor for significant LF loss

Cannot build LF pressure in canal (The Hearing Review)

Typical “best case” patient

Mild-moderate loss
Good LF hearing

Wants natural sound + low occlusion (Hearing_Tracker)

1. Meaningful Disagreements Seen in Threads

Disagreement 1 — “Open is fine long term”

Some users stay open forever if:

They tolerate reduced speech clarity
Value natural sound more

(Seen in multiple threads — lifestyle tradeoff.)

Disagreement 2 — “Closed always better for premium HAs”

Some power users argue:
Premium processing wasted with open
Partly true but oversimplified:

Modern adaptive processing still helps somewhat.


https://rkhearcare.com/difference-between-open-fit-and-closed-fit-hearing-aids/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://biologyinsights.com/what-is-an-open-fit-hearing-aid-and-how-does-it-work/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://hearingreview.com/practice-building/practice-management/dos-and-donts-of-open-fittings?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.hearingtracker.com/resources/domes-versus-earmolds-which-are-better-for-you?utm_source=chatgpt.com

“ If | Reduce Forum + Textbook — One Synthesis (Dillon-
Compatible)

Open fittings are best when:

LF hearing is near normal
Loss is mostly HF
User prioritizes natural sound / comfort

They become limiting when:

Need LF gain
Need strong speech-in-noise improvement
Need high MPO / high gain

Want maximum NR + directionality effectiveness

If | Rank These Threads By “Technical Signal”
Tier 1 (Best)

Open vs closed article thread

Open vs closed domes (noise control physics)

Tier 2

Power dome vs open dome

Premium processing leakage thread

Tier 3

User comfort / tradeoff threads

If you want, | can now do one of these next-level extractions:

* Best posts specifically about open domes vs SNR in noise
* Best posts specifically about open domes vs modern Al NR (Sphere / DNN etc.)
* Best posts specifically about when audiologists switch patients from open — closed clinically

Just tell me which direction.



